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INDEPENDENCE  DAY  ORATION,  1964 


DELIVERED  BY 
LOUIS  M.  LYONS 


Your  Honor,  Mayor  Collins,  Mr.  Chairman,  Reverend 
Clergy,  Distinguished  Guests,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

This  is  our  national  birthday. 

A  most  significant  anniversary.  For  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  just  signed  into  law  an  act 
which  gives  full  effect  to  our  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

It  affirms  and  applies  the  declaration  that  all  men 

are  created  equal. 

It  makes  Jefferson's  brave  assertion  come  true. 

It  spells  out  the  equality  of  all  Americans  under  law. 
There  shall  be  no  second-class  citizens.  Color  shall  no 
more  be  an  excuse  for  denying  the  vote  to  an  American ; 
nor  for  denying  him  access  to  public  places,  to  share  in 
facilities  for  which  all  pay,  for  an  equal  right  to  any 
services  for  which  he  can  pay,  to  have  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity for  work  that  he  is  qualified  for,  and  a  chance 
to  qualify  by  training  for  it. 
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The  act  the  President  has  signed  catches  up  a  188- 
year  lag  behind  the  Declaration  of  the  first  Fourth  of 
July. 

It  gives  fresh  meaning  to  the  bloody  Civil  War  of 
100  years  ago  and  completes  the  task  of  the  Great 
Emancipator  of  that  war. 

It  affirms  that  the  Declaration  and  the  Constitution 
are  not  only  symbols  of  men's  nobler  aspiration  and 
intention,  but  the  actuality  of  our  common  life. 

It  creates  a  nationhood  the  American  land  has  not 
fully  realized  before,  as  it  equates  the  law  of  the  land 
with  the  national  conscience. 

It  means  that  the  national  law  runs  in  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  and  wherever  the  flag  flies,  and  that  it 
flies  ever  over  men  wholly  free  —  free  to  exercise  the 
rights  of  all  Americans,  free  from  unjust  discrimination 
and  brutal  suppression  and  callous  denial  of  citizenship. 

Such  an  act  is  the  cement  of  a  nation.  It  is  by  such 
acts  that  it  fulfills  its  historic  role  as  the  land  of  the  free. 

Rids  Suspicion 
It  makes  Americanism  mean  what  it  has  so  long 
acclaimed.  It  casts  off  the  equivocation  that  has 
tainted  its  claim  to  leadership  of  the  free  world.  It- 
sloughs  off  the  albatross  of  suspicion  that  the  nations 
of  color,  which  are  the  majority  of  the  world's  popula- 
tion, have  held  toward  a  land  which  had  not  till  now 
struck  off  all  the  shackles  to  full  freedom  under  the 
American  flag. 
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This  makes  a  day  for  especial  celebration,  a  historic 
day  in  the  American  annals. 

And  this  act  was  no  quibble,  no  legislative  accident, 
no  weaseling  words  for  the  record. 

It  was  more  than  a  year  after  President  Kennedy 
presented  it  to  Congress  as  a  moral  imperative  for  the 
nation  before  it  was  passed.  Every  parliamentary 
hurdle  of  clever  contrivance  was  placed  in  its  way. 
It  surmounted  them  all.  Every  argument  that  fear 
and  hypocrisy  and  demagoguery  could  conjure  up  was 
brought  against  it.  It  was  the  sole  issue  before  the 
Senate  for  eighty-five  days.  It  was  analyzed  and 
argued  and  challenged,  clause  by  clause  and  word  by 
word,  in  endless  uninhibited  debate  for  almost  three 
full  months. 

Then  it  was  passed  by  no  parliamentary  sleight  of 
hand  or  by  any  narrow  margin.  The  House  voted  it 
290  to  130,  and  the  Senate  73  to  27. 

Few  acts  in  our  political  history  have  been  so  solidly 
enacted  by  representatives  of  a  people  who  had  im- 
patiently demanded  this  concrete  expression  of  the 
national  purpose  to  make  our  Declaration  and  our 
Constitution  mean  what  they  say. 

That  purpose  is  now  consummated. 

Obligation 
It  puts  a  fresh  obligation  on  all  citizens  of  this  Re- 
public that  this  law  expressing  the  moral  judgment 
President  Kennedy  so  justly  asserted  becomes  reality. 
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The  obligation  has  a  special  claim  in  this  birthplace 
of  freedom  and  this  city  of  abolition. 

Boston  has  a  historic  role  to  live  up  to:  to  lead  in 
every  possible  effort  to  wipe  out  as  fully  and  rapidly 
as  possible  the  last  traces  of  race  discrimination;  to 
arouse  itself  to  fresh  consciousness;  to  see  that  neither 
by  apathy  nor  inadvertence  there  remains  any  cause 
of  just  complaint  that  race  brings  discrimination  in 
the  city  that  reveres  the  memory  of  Robert  Gould 
Shaw  and  Theodore  Parker. 

The  mayor  of  Atlanta  claimed  proudly,  when  the 

Civil  Rights  Bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  that  Atlanta 

is  to  be  the  model  for  race  relations  that  a  commission 

under  this  act  will  seek  to  make  universal.     If  the 

capital  of  Georgia,  the  home  state  of  Senators  Russell 

and  Talmadge,  can  boast  of  the  progress  it  has  made 

in  race  relations,  we  in  Boston  should  be  spurred  to 

move  ahead  and  see  that  in  our  urban  renewal  and  our 

employment  opportunities  and  our  schools  this  city 

leads  the  way  to  eliminate  all  those  subtler  forms  of 

discrimination  that  still  mar  our  community  life  in 

the  North. 

Dedication 

This  is  a  purpose  worth  our  dedication. 

For  we  have  before  us  an  example  of  such  civic 
courage  as  few  of  us  are  called  on  to  demonstrate. 
Four  hundred  young  people  of  the  North  have  followed 
their  ideals  to  Mississippi,  braving  its  known  dangers 
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to  help  those  of  their  fellow  Americans  least  able  to 
help  themselves  attain  full  citizenship.  They  have  not 
been  deterred  even  by  the  knowledge  that  three  of 
their  colleagues  have  probably  been  foully  murdered 
by  cowardly  terrorists.  For  what?  For  driving  into 
a  part  of  the  United  States  to  help  other  Americans 
to  enjoy  the  rights  conferred  on  them  by  the  laws  of 
their  common  land. 

They  went  under  the  sponsorship  of  religion,  trained 
in  the  discipline  of  nonviolence  by  the  Commission  on 
Race  Relations  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

They  went  in  the  same  spirit  that  the  Peace  Corps 
youth  have  gone  to  backward  lands  to  help  them 
realize  the  benefits  of  our  modern  civilization. 

But  no  Peace  Corps  youth  went  into  such  known 
danger  as  these  young  Americans  who  ventured  into 
Mississippi  to  help  their  Negro  fellow  citizens  attain 
the  right  to  vote. 

As  we  talk  of  patriotism,  they  risk  their  lives  to 
make  the  American  claim  to  liberty  a  fact. 

From  them  this  day  in  this  hallowed  hall  we  should 
take  increased  devotion  to  a  cause  for  which  three  of 
their  number  have  already  given  the  last  full  measure 
of  devotion. 

We  should  take  pride  in  the  fact  that  in  our  time 
tli ere  are  American  youth  who  will  risk  all  they  have 
to  see  that  right  prevails  in  the  darkest  corners  of  the 
land. 
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Ban  Travesty 

But  we  need  also  to  see  that  their  martyred  mem- 
bers shall  not  have  died  in  vain ;  that  this  nation  under 
God  shall  have  a  new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that  it 
will  not  let  it  be  denied  by  the  most  brutal  and  cow- 
ardly elements  in  our  society. 

We  need  to  demand  that  the  law  of  our  land  does 
run  throughout  our  domain,  and  that  it  not  be  made  a 
travesty  anywhere.  We  need  to  demand  that  no  man 
shall  be  appointed  a  federal  judge  who  lacks  a  clear 
record  to  show  he  will  enforce  the  law  of  the  land; 
that  he  will  not  tolerate  juries  that  openly  flout  the 
law,  or  known  gangsters  as  sheriffs'  deputies.  One 
was  stricken  from  the  sheriff's  deputies  in  St.  Au- 
gustine only  last  week  on  the  demand  of  a  federal 
judge.  We  need  not  wait  again  for  murder  to  insist 
the  FBI  move  against  known  conspiracy  and  terrorist 
organizations. 

There  is  no  corner  of  the  land  that  cannot  enjoy  the 
protection  of  our  government  if  the  people  insist  on  it. 

Highway  patrolmen  in  Florida  who  look  the  other 
way  when  Klansmen  are  passing  out  surveyors  stakes 
to  club  Negroes  are  employed  on  projects  heavily 
subsidized  by  the  federal  government.  There  is  no 
courthouse  ring  anywhere  that  is  not  supported  one 
way  or  another  by  federal  tax  monies. 
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Through  the  sacrifice  of  these  young  civil  rights 
volunteers  in  Mississippi  and  the  vigor  of  determined 
public  officials,  Americans  everywhere  will  be  accorded 
their  legal  rights  of  citizenship. 

This  will  free  our  land  of  stigma  and  our  society  of 
equivocation. 

Free  Our  Efforts 

With  our  conscience  cleared  of  this  basic  Haw  in  the 
national  character,  we  shall  be  free  to  bend  our  ener- 
gies to  vital  local  tasks  that  should  not  divide  but 
unite  us. 

It  will  free  our  best  efforts  for  the  long  delayed 
concentration  of  will  to  make  of  our  cities  communities 
in  which  we  can  take  pride.  This  should  command 
our  best  talents  and  fullest  participation. 

In  this  old  city,  with  its  great  heritage,  we  build  on 
enviable  assets. 

Boston  has  survived  a  long  erosion  of  apathy  that 
has  permitted  depredations  on  its  character.  But  it 
is  happily  rising  again  under  quiet  conscientious  leader- 
ship to  a  return  to  the  status  and  respect  it  long  held 
among  the  fine  cities  of  the  world. 

Honest,  Able 
It  has  discovered  it  can  have  city  officials  who  are 
honest  and  are  able,  an  administration  that  can  be 
entrusted  with  responsibility  for  its  police  and  licensing 
and  all  other  municipal  functions,  so  long  and  so 
foolishly  denied  it. 
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It  has  discovered  it  has  citizens  who  care  more 
about  the  character  of  home  neighborhoods  and  the 
value  of  shaded  river  banks  than  for  land  promotion 
or  speedways. 

It  has  found  a  capacity  to  reshape  the  most  dilapi- 
dated areas  of  the  city  without  paying  huckster  rates 
to  selfish  politicians  for  it. 

It  has  found  the  moral  stamina  to  demand  honesty 
of  public  office,  city  and  state.  It  has  learned  to  apply 
the  standards  of  the  watchful  citizen  to  its  public 
affairs.  And  it  has  reason  to  take  satisfaction  just 
this  week  that  those  in  the  Legislature  who  scoffed  at 
the  watchful  member  and  rebuked  his  criticism  of 
sleazy  ways  have  had  to  eat  their  words  and  revoke 
their  arrogant  censure. 

This  old  city  is  finally  engaged  in  a  task  of  renewal 
that  is  changing  its  face  and  should  bring  renewed 
vitality  and  more  satisfactory  conditions  of  life  to  all 
its  citizens. 

Unify  Region 
The  great  program  just  started  to  meet  the  collapse 
of  public  transportation  in  this  urban  area  should 
have  the  effect  of  joining  more  closely  the  whole  region 
of  which  Boston  is  the  natural  center  —  which  is  po- 
tentially one  great  community.  The  creation  of 
physical  neighborhoods  that  adequate  transportation 
will  bring  should  go  a  long  step  toward  bridging  the 
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gap  of  all  the  destructive  divisions  between  city  and 
suburb  that  have  long  held  back  the  rational  develop- 
ment of  a  true  metropolitan  community. 

This  is  a  need  that  should  enroll  the  most  generous 
efforts  of  all  men  of  good  will  who  cherish  the  best 
prospects  of  our  common  community  and  have  a  stake 
in  it. 

We  don't  recognize  our  old  city  now  in  its  process  of 
change.  When  we  recognize  it  again  it  will  be  a  new 
city,  of  broad  ways  leading  to  a  noble  civic  center,  a 
city  in  which  a  new  state  university  is  about  to  rise,  a 
city  whose  decayed  wharves  will  have  been  turned 
into  a  handsome  waterfront,  a  city  accessible  to  mil- 
lions to  whom  it  is  the  natural  center  of  commerce  and 
culture,  of  employment  and  the  arts,  of  recreation  and 
of  government. 

Magnetism 
It  is  a  city  flavored  by  its  harbor,  and  by  its  east 
wind,  a  city  that  wears  a  graceful  patina  of  time  and 
tradition.  It  is  a  city  where  people  like  to  live.  In- 
deed, our  universities  have  a  problem  in  sending  their 
students  back  to  the  less  advantaged  places  they  came 
from. 

The  extent  to  which  the  city  fulfills  the  hopes  of  its 
leaders  and  planners  depends  deeply  on  the  concern  of 
its  people  that  it  should. 
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We  are  all  becoming  increasingly  aware  of  the  im- 
portance of  our  environs  upon  our  own  lives.  It  makes 
a  difference  to  the  satisfactions  of  life  whether  one 
works  in  attractive  surroundings,  whether  he  can 
move  in  and  out  of  the  city  in  reasonable  convenience, 
whether  the  public  services  assist  in  maintaining  a 
reasonable  comfort  and  dignity  of  existence. 

As  we  strive  for  a  great  city,  we  have  a  chance  to 
give  back  the  old  meaning  to  the  words  " urbanity" 
and  "  civility,"  which  meant  the  ways  of  the  city. 

Up  to  People 
We  have  a  chance  to  make  our  city  mean  all  that 
ancient  cities  did,  as  the  centers  and  wellsprings  of  all 
that  civilization  means. 

Rut  it  takes  people  who  care  and  who  will  make  their 
concern  felt. 

We  need  more  citizens  who  care  enough  to  take  a 
personal  interest  and  voice  their  critical  views  of  the 
plans  and  enterprises  of  their  city,  its  projects  and 
programs,  its  architecture  and  services. 

Grady  Clay,  real  estate  editor  in  Louisville  who  has 
become  a  creative  critic  of  city  planning,  was  saying 
to  a  newspapermen's  meeting  the  other  day: 

"There  is  a  great  new  interest  in  the  quality  of  our 
environment,  an  interest  not  yet  recognized  by  most 
of  the  metropolitan  press.    We  are  so  much  addicted 
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to  reporting  the  process  by  which  cities  are  built  that 
we  seldom  take  time  or  space  to  evaluate  the  result 
—  to  find  out  how  the  thing  works,  how  it  looks,  what 
happened  after  the  public  began  to  use  it. 

"To  be  concerned  about  the  quality  of  one's  en- 
vironment is  to  believe  that  the  physical  form,  shape, 
appearance,  and  function,  physical  reality  of  the  city 
will  greatly  influence  the  kind  of  society  we  produce. 
If  we  fail  to  explain  the  choices  and  alternatives,  then 
we  will  have  thwarted  the  potential  of  those  who  will 
be  born  in  or  move  into  our  cities.  If  we  succeed,  we 
will  have  helped  to  create  cities  that  will  broaden  a 
man's  opportunities,  expand  his  mind  and  spirit,  turn 
his  hand  to  new  tools,  his  mind  to  higher  standards, 
and  convert  his  myopian  prejudices  into  Utopian  hopes. 
This  is  in  the  great  tradition  of  journalistic  reform." 

'Only  Certainty' 
One  of  the  qualities  that  count  in  a  modern  society 
is  suggested  by  an  aphorism  of  James  Bryant  Conant: 
"  A  turtle  makes  progress  only  when  his  neck  is  out." 

When  Alexander  Meiklejohn  made  his  valedictory 
to  Amherst  College,  he  said: 

"The  only  certainty  in  the  world  is  change. " 

That  was  forty  years  ago.  It  hardly  needs  arguing 
in  the  world  of  convulsive  change  we  have  known 
since  then.  It  needs  people  who  can  adapt  to,  and 
hopefully  channel,  the  inevitable  changes. 
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We  need  those  who,  like  Albany  in  King  Lear,  will 
"Speak  what  we  feel, 
Not  what  we  ought  to  say." 
For  a  society  depends  for  the  tone  of  its  civic  life  on 
those  who  will  lend  their  weight  to  maintain  the  stand- 
ards and  values  of  a  good  society. 

This  takes  constant  struggle  against  all  the  down 
drag  of  commercialism  reaching  for  the  lowest  com- 
mon denominator  of  mass  acceptance. 

The  Fight 

Civilized  standards  that  are  the  final  determinant  of 
the  kind  of  life  we  have  can  only  be  maintained  by 
those  who  care  and  know  enough  to  care. 

Our  forebears  had  their  evils  and  devils  to  combat. 
I  am  afraid  that  in  our  time,  for  all  who  care  about 
decent  values  (whether  in  entertainment  or  education, 
in  our  public  life  or  our  community  institutions,  in  our 
mass  communications  media  or  the  preservation  of 
our  streams  against  pollution  and  our  natural  re- 
sources against  destruction),  commercialism  is  the 
enemy  that  must  be  fought.  Those  whose  minds  and 
taste  are  of  a  quality  to  be  offended  by  it  are  those 
who  must  be  counted  on  to  fight  against  it,  if  American 
life  is  to  have  purpose  and  value. 

Only  so  can  we  have  an  effective  citizenry,  taking 
a  part,  giving  the  community  their  best  thought, 
applying  to  the  common  life  the  requirements  of  a 
good  society. 
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Much  to  Learn 

We  have  all  of  us  a  great  deal  to  learn  about  com- 
munity living.  We  shall  have  to  learn  it,  for  in  our 
modern  urban  society  we  are,  nearly  all,  organization 
men.  The  central  relationship  in  modern  life  is  that 
between  the  institution  and  the  individual.  We  must 
look  to  the  institution,  private  or  public,  to  provide 
the  direction,  the  plans,  the  resources  for  our  enter- 
prises. But  the  force  and  character  of  the  institution 
depend  on  the  initiative,  imagination,  independence, 
and  effort  of  its  individuals. 

Our  old  neighbor,  Walt  Rostow,  former  M.I.T.  pro- 
fessor now  in  the  State  Department,  has  put  this  as 
well  as  anyone  in  his  extraordinary  book,  The  United 
States  in  the  World  Arena. 

As  he  charts  the  course  he  urges,  if  America  is  to 
shape  the  kind  of  world  Americans  want,  Rostow  in- 
sists that  the  vitality  of  an  institution,  even  a  bureauc- 
racy —  especially  a  bureaucracy  —  depends  on  the 
vigor  and  imagination,  originality  and  force  of  the 
individuals  in  it.  And,  conversely,  that  its  effective- 
ness demands  it  give  full  rein  to  these  individuals. 
The  extent  of  individual  participation,  he  insists,  will 
determine  the  capacity  of  America  to  meet  the  pace 
of  necessary  change. 

This  can  be  the  relation  of  city  and  citizen  when  we 
have  relearned  what  our  forebears  knew  of  the  essential 
requirements  of  making  a  community  and  serving  as 
a  part  of  it. 
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BOSTON  ORATORS 
Appointed  by  the  Municipal  Authorities 


For  the  Anniversary  of  the  Boston  Massacre,  March  5,  1770 

Note.  —  The  Fifth  of  March  orations  were  published  in  handsome  quarto  editions 
now  very  scarce;  also  collected  in  book  form  in  1785  and  again  in  1807.  The  oration 
of  1776  was  delivered  in  Watertown. 

1771.  —  Lovell,  James 

1772.  —  Warren,  Joseph2 

1773.  —  Church,  Benjamin" 

1774.  —  Hancock,  John*,2 

1775.  —  Warren,  Joseph 

1776.  —  Thacher,  Peter 

1777.  —  Hichborn,  Benjamin 

1778.  —  Austin,  Jonathan  Williams 

1779.  —  Tudor,  William 

1780.  —  Mason,  Jonathan,  Jun. 

1781.  —  Dawes,  Thomas,  Jun. 

1782.  —  Minot,  George  Richards 

1783.  —  Welsh,  Thomas 


For  the  Anniversary  of  National  Independence,  July  4,  1776 

Note.  —  A  collected  edition,  or  a  full  collection,  of  those  orations  has  not  been  made. 
For  the  names  of  the  orators,  as  officially  printed  on  the  title  pages  of  the  orations,  see 
the  Municipal  Register  of  1890. 

1783.  —  Warren,  John1 

1784.  —  Hichborn,  Benjamin 

1785.  —  Gardner,  John 

1786.  —  Austin,  Jonathan  Loring 

1787.  —  Dawes,  Thomas,  Jun. 

1788.  —  Otis,  Harrison  Gray 

1789.  —  Stillman,  Samuel 


a  Reprinted  in  Newport,  R.  I.,  1774,  8vo.,  19  pp. 

b  A  third  edition  was  published  in  1773. 

»  Reprinted  in  Warren's  Life.  The  orations  of  1783  to  1786  were  published  in  large 
quarto;  the  oration  of  1787  appeared  in  octavo;  the  oration  of  1788  was  printed  in  small 
quarto:  all  succeeding  orations  appeared  in  octavo,  with  the  exceptions  stated  under  1883 
and  1876. 

•  Passed  to  a  second  edition. 
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1790.  —  Gray,  Edward 

1791.  —  Crafts,  Thomas,  Jun. 

1792.  —  Blake,  Joseph,  Jun.2 

1793.  —  Adams,  John  Quincy2 

1794.  —  Phillips,  John 

1795.  —  Blake,  George 

1796.  —  Lathrop,  John,  Jun. 

1797.  —  Callender,  John 

1798.  —  Quincy,  Josiah2,3 

1799.  —  Lowell,  John,  Jun.2 

1800.  —  Hall,  Joseph 

1801.  —  Paine,  Charles 

1802.  —  Emerson,  William 

1803.  —  Sullivan,  William 

1804.  —  Danforth,  Thomas2 

1805.  —  Dutton,  Warren 

1806.  —  Channing,  Francis  Dana4 

1807.  —  Thacher,  Peter2,8 

1808.  —  Ritchie,  Andrew,  Jun.2 
1809. —  Tudor,  William,  Jun.2 

1810.  —  Townsend,  Alexander 

1811.  —  Savage,  James2 

1812.  —  Pollard,  Benjamin4 

1813.  —  Livermore,  Edward  St.  Loe 

1814.  —  Whitwell,  Benjamin 

1815.  —  Shaw,  Lemuel 

1816.  —  Sullivan,  George2 

1817.  —  Channing,  Edward  Tyrrel 

1818.  —  Gray,  Francis  Callby 

1819.  —  Dexter,  Franklin 

1820.  —  Lyman,  Theodore,  Jun. 

1821.  —  Loring,  Charles  Greeley2 

1822.  —  Gray,  John  Chipman 

*  Delivered  another  oration  in   1826.     Quincy's  oration  of  1798  was  reprinted,  also 
in  Philadelphia. 

*  Not  printed. 

*  On  February  26, 1811,  Peter  Thacher's  name  was  changed  to  Peter  Oxenbridge  Thacher. 
(List  of  Persons  whose  Names  have  been  Changed  in  Massachusetts,  1780-1862,  p.  21.) 
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1823.  —  Curtis,  Charles  Pelham2 

1824.  —  Bassett,  Francis 

1825.  —  Sprague,  Charles6 

1826.  —  Quincy,  Josiah7 

1827.  —  Mason,  William  Powell 

1828.  —  Sumner,  Bradford 

1829.  —  Austin,  James  Trecothick 

1830.  —  Everett,  Alexander  Hill 

1831.  —  Palfrey,  John  Gorham 

1832.  —  Quincy,  Josiah,  Jun. 

1833.  —  Prescott,  Edward  Goldsborough 

1834.  —  Fay,  Richard  Sullivan 

1835.  —  Hillard,  George  Stillman 

1836.  —  Kinsman,  Henry  Willis 

1837.  —  Chapman,  Jonathan 

1838.  — -  Winslow,  Hubbard.     "The  Means  of  the  Per- 

petuity and  Prosperity  of  Our  Republic." 

1839.  —  Austin,  I  vers  James 

1840.  —  Pow  er,  Thomas 

1841.  —  Curtis,  George  Ticknor.8     "The  True  Uses 

of  American  Revolutionary  History." 
1842. —  Mann,  Horace9 

1843.  —  Adams,  Charles  Francis 

1844.  —  Chandler,  Peleg  Whitman.     "The  Morals  of 

Freedom. " 

1845.  —  Sumner,  Charles.  10     "The  True  Grandeur  of 

Nations. " 

1846.  —  Webster,  Fletcher 

1847.  —  Cary,  Thomas  Greaves 

1848. — Giles,  Joel.     "Practical  Liberty." 
1849.  —  Greenough,  William  Whitwell.     "The  Con- 
quering Republic." 

*  Six  editions  up  to  1831.    Reprinted  also  in  Ms  Life  and  Letters. 

7  Reprinted  in  his  Municipal  History  of  Boston.    See  1798. 

8  Delivered  another  oration  in  18S2. 

*  There  are  five  or  more  editions:  only  one  by  the  City. 

"  Passed  through  three  editions  in  Boston  and  one  in  London,  and  was  answered  in  a 
pamphlet,  Remarks  upon  an  Oration  delivered  by  Charles  Sumner  .  .  .  July  4th, 
1845.  By  a  Citizen  of  Boston.  See  Memoir  and  Letters  of  Charles  Sumner,  by  Edward 
L.  Pierce,  vol.  ii,  337-384. 
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1850. —  Whipple,  Edwin  Percy.11  "Washington  and 
the  Principles  of  the  Revolution." 

1851. —  Russell,  Charles  Theodore 

1852. —  King,  Thomas  Starr.12  "The  Organization 
of  Liberty  on  the  Western  Continent. " 

1853. —  Bigelow,  Timothy13 

1854. —  Stone,  Andrew  Leete.2  "The  Struggles  of 
American  History." 

1855. —  Miner,  Alonzo  Ames 

1856. —  Parker,  Edward  Griffin.  "The  Lesson  of 
76  to  the  Men  of  '56. " 

1857. —  Alger,  William  Rounseville.14  "The  Genius 
and  Posture  of  America. " 

1858. —  Holmes,  John  Somers  2 

1859. —  Sumnee,  George  ,6 

1860. —  Everett,  Edward 

1861. —  Parsons,  Theophilus 

1862. —  Curtis,  Thomas  Ticknor  3 

1863. —  Holmes,  Oliver  Wendell  16 

1864. —  Russell,  Thomas 

1865. —  Manning,  Jacob  Merrill.2  "Peace  Under 
Liberty." 

1866. —  Lothrop,  Samuel  Kirkland 

1867. —  Hepworth,  George  Hughes 

1868.— Eliot,  Samuel.     "The  Functions  of  a  City." 

1869. —  Morton,  Ellis  Wesley 

1870. —  Everett,  William 

1871. —  Sargent,  Horace  Binney 

1872. —  Adams,  Charles  Francis,  Jun. 

1873. —  Ware,  John  Fothergill  Waterhouse 

1874. —  Frothingham,  Richard 

1875. —  Clarke,  James  Freeman.  "Worth  of  Repub- 
lican Institutions." 


«  There  is  a  second  edition.    (Boston:  Ticknor,  Reed  &  Fields.    1S50.     49  pp.  12».) 
i»2First  published  by  the  City  in  1892. 

18  This  and  a  number  of  the  succeeding  orations,  up  to  1861,  contain  the  speeches,  toasts, 
etc.,  of  the  City  dinner  usually  given  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  Fourth  of  July. 
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1876. —  Winthrop,  Robert  Charles  17 

1877. —  Warren,  William  Wirt 

1878. —  Healy,  Joseph 

5879. —  Lodge,  Henry  Cabot 

1880. —  Smith,  Robert  Dickson  18 

1881. —  Warren,  George  Washington.  "Our  Re- 
public —  Liberty  and  Equality  Founded  on 
Law." 

1882. —  Long,  John  Davis 

1883. —  Carpenter,  Henry  Bernard.  "American 
Character  and  Influence." 

1884. —  Shepard,  Harvey  Newton 

1885. —  Gargan,  Thomas  John 

1886. —  Williams,  George  Frederick 

1887. —  Fitzgerald,  John  Edward 

1888. —  Dillaway,  William  Edward  Lovell 

1889. —  Swift,  John  Lindsay.19  "The  American  Citi- 
zen." 

1890. —  Pillsbury,  Albert  Enoch.     "Public  Spirit." 

1891  — Quincy,  Josiah.20    "The  Coming  Peace." 

1892. —  Murphy,  John  Robert 

1893. —  Putnam,  Henry  Ware.  "The  Mission  of 
Our  People." 

1894. —  O'Neil,  Joseph  Henry 

1895. —  Berle,  Adolph  Augustus.  "The  Constitu- 
tion and  the  Citizens. " 

1896. —  Fitzgerald,  John  Francis 


>*  Probably  four  editions  were  printed  in  1857.  (Boston:  Office  Boston  Daily  Bee, 
60  pp.)  Not  until  November  22,  1864,  was  Mr.  Alger  asked  by  the  City  to  furnish  a 
copy  for  publication.  He  granted  the  request,  and  the  first  official  eaition  (J.  E.  Far. 
well  &  Co.,  1864,  53  pp.)  was  then  issued.  It  lacks  the  interesting  preface  and  appendix 
of  the  early  editions. 

i*  There  is  another  edition.  (Boston:  Ticknor  &  Fields,  1859,  69  pp.)  A  third  (Boston: 
Rockwell  &  Churchill,  1882,  46  pp.)  omits  the  dinner  at  Faneuil  Hall,  the  correspondence 
and  events  of  the  celebration. 

i' There  is  a  preliminary  edition  of  twelve  copies.  (J.  E.  Farwell  &  Co.,  1863.  (7) 
71  pp.)  It  is  "the  first  draft  of  the  author's  address,  turned  into  larger,  legible  type,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  reaaering  easier  its  public  delivery."  It  was  done  by  "the  liberality 
of  the  City  Authorities,"  and  is,  typographically,  the  handsomest  of  these  orations.  This 
resulted  in  the  large-paper  75-page  edition,  printed  from  the  same  type  as  the  71-page 
edition,  but  modified  by  the  author.  It  is  printed  "by  order  of  the  Common  Council." 
The  regular  edition  is  in  60  pp.,  ocfcivo  size. 
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1897. —  Hale,  Edward  Everett.  "The  Contribu- 
tion of  Boston  to  American  Independence." 

1898. —  O'Callaghan,  Rev.  Denis. 

1899. —  Matthews,  Nathan,  Jr.  "Be  Not  Afraid  of 
Greatness. " 

1900.—  O'Meara,  Stephen.  "Progiess  Through  Con- 
flict." 

1901. —  Guild,  Curtis,  Jr.  "Supremacy  and  Its 
Conditions." 

1902. —  Conry,  Joseph  A. 

1903.— Mead,  Edwin  D.  "The  Principles  of  the 
Founders." 

1904. —  Sullivan,  John  A.  "Boston's  Past  and 
Present,     What  Will  Its  Futuie  Be?" 

1905. —  Colt,  Le  Baron  Bradford.  "America's 
Solution  of  the  Problem  of  Government." 

1906. —  Coakley,  Timothy  Wilfred.  "The  American 
Race:  Its  Origin,  the  Fusion  of  Peoples;  Its 
Aim,  Fraternity. " 

1907. —  Horton,  Rev.  Edward  A.  "Patriotism  and 
the  Republic." 

1908. —  Hill,  Arthur  Dehon.  "The  Revolution  and 
a  Problem  of  the  Present. " 

1909. —  Spring,  Arthur  Langdon.  "The  Growth  of 
Patriotism. " 

1910.—  Wolff,  James  Harris.  "The  Building  of  the 
Republic." 

1911.— Eliot,  Charles  W.  "The  Independence  of 
1776  and  the  Dependence  of  1911." 

1912. —  Pelletier,  Joseph  C.    "Respect  for  the  Law. " 

1913.—  MacFarland,  Grenville  S.  "A  New  Decla- 
ration of  Independence. " 

1914.—  Supple,  Rev.  James  A.  "Religion:  The  Hope 
of  the  Nation." 

f  There  is  a  large  paper  edition  of  fifty  copies  printed  from  this  type,  and  also  an  edition 
from  the  press  of  John  Wilson  &  Soa,  1876.   55  pp.  8°. 

»8  On  Samuel  Ad'ims,  a  statue  of  whom,  by  Miss  Anne  Whitney,  had  just  been  completed 
for  the  City.    A  photograph  of  the  statue  is  added. 

»  Contains  a  bibliography  of  Boston  Fourth  of  July  orations,  from  1783  to  1889,  inclusive 
compiled  by  Lindsay  Swift,  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

*  Beorinted  by  the  American  Peace  Society. 
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1915. —  Brandeis,   Louis   D.     "True  Americanism." 

1916. —  Chafple,  Joe  Mitchell.  "The  New  Ameri- 
canism. " 

1917. —  Gallagher,  Daniel  J.  "Americans  Welded 
by  War." 

1918. —  Faunce,  William  H.  P.  "The  New  Meaning 
of  Independence  Day. " 

1919. —  DeCourcy,  Charles  A.  "Real  and  Ideal 
American  Democracy." 

1920. —  Wiseman,  Jacob  L.     "America  and  Its  Vital 

Problem. " 

192L— Murlin,  Dr.  L.  H.     "Our  Great  American." 

1922.—  Burke,  Dr.  Jeremiah  E.  "  Democracy  and 
Education. " 

1923.—  Lyons,  Rev.  Charles  W.,  S.J.  "The  Ameri- 
can Mind. " 

1924. —  Ferrell,  Rev.  Dudley  H.  "The  Genesis  and 
Genius  of  America." 

1925.—  Dowd,  Thomas  H.,  A.B.,  LL.B.,  LL.D.  "Our 
Heritage. " 

1926. —  Peters,  Andrew  J.  "A  Citizen's  Responsi- 
bility for  Democracy. " 

1927. —  McGinnis,  William.  "Responsibility  of  Citi- 
zenship. " 

1928. —  Rogers,  Edith  Nourse.  "Our  Debt  to  Our 
Forefathers. " 

1929. —  Luce,  Robert.     "  Liberty  and  Law. " 

1930. —  Parker,  Herbert.  "Preservation  of  Constitu- 
tion Inviolate." 

1931.—  Walsh,  David  I.  "To  Establish  Justice  —  Our 
Social  and  Economic  Solution. " 

1932. —  Rogers,  Robert  E.     "America's  Problems." 

1933.—  Tom asello,  Joseph  A.  "Italy's  Contribution 
to  America. " 

1934. —  O'Connell,  William  Cardinal.  "Democracy 
—  Its  Origins,  Progress  and  Dangers. " 

1935.  —  Hart,  Albert  Bushnell 
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1936.  —  Malouf,    Faris    S.    "The    Fundamentals    of 
True  Freedom. " 

3937.  —  Mercier,     Louis     J.     A.     "Principles     and 
Progress. " 

1938.  —  Walsh,   David  I.     "Our  Democracy  Versus 

the  Authoritarian  State. " 

1939.  —  Chadwice,  Stephen  F.  "Perpetuity  of  America 

Challenged. " 

1940. — Sullivan,  John  P.,   Ph.   D.   "American  De- 
mocracy Challenged. " 

1941.  — Marsh,   Dr.   Daniel  L.    "1941   Inherits  the 

Glorious  Fourth. " 

1942.  —  Coughlin,  Gerald  Francis.  "Democracy  or 

Despotism. " 

1943.  —  McCormace,  John  W.  "Independence  Against 

Tyranny. " 

1944.  —  Maloney,  Francis.  "Nation  Cannot  Survive 

Internal  Persecution  of  Its  Citizens. " 

1945.  —  Gushing,  Most  Reverend  Richard  J.  "The 

Law  of  Love  and  the  Future  Peace. " 

1946.  —  Kennedy,  John  F.   "Some  Elements  of  the 

American  Character. " 

1947.  —  Wilson,    Robert   Gardiner,    Jr.    "America, 

Humanity  Hangs  Breathless  on  Thy  Fate." 

1948.  —  Curley,  James  M.  "The  Duty  of  America  Is 

Establishment  of  Permanent  World  Peace. " 

1949.  —  Wright,  Most  Reverend  John  J.,  D.D.  "The 

Religious  Inspiration  of  Massachusetts  Law. " 

1950.  —  Gray,  Francis  Galley.  "The  Price  of  Freedom 

Is  Responsibility. " 

1951.  —  Shamon,  Elias  F.  "God  or  Chaos." 

1952.  —  Adlow,  Elijah.  "Liberty  or  Security." 

1953.  —  Johnson,  Dr.  Mordecai  Wyatt 

1954.  —  Philbrice,    Herbert    A.    "Guard    Sacredly 

Precious  Jewel  of  Freedom  That  Is  Ours." 

1955.  —  Luce,  Clare  Booth.  "The  Permanent  Revo- 

lution. " 

1956.  —  Murphy,  Timothy  J.  "Loyalty  To  Our  Amer- 

ican Heritage. " 

1957. —  Forte,  Felix.  "What  Makes  America  Tick." 
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1958. —  Linehan,    Rev.    Daniel,    S.J.     "America,    A 
Way  to  Happiness. " 

1959. —  Espe,  Carl  Frederick.     "Eternal  Vigilance  Is 
Ever  the  Price  of  Liberty. " 

1960. —  Barron,    Jennie    Loitman.     "Freedom    For 

All." 
1961. —  Kennedy,  Edward  M.     "  Freedom's  Destiny. " 

1962.—  Canham,  Erwin  D.     "The  Authentic  revolu- 
tion. " 

1963.— Gavin,  Lt.  General  James  M.     "The  Amer- 
ican Goal. " 

1964.— Lyons,  Louis  M.     "Rights:  Dignity  of  Man: 
Renewal:  Dignity  of  City. " 


